In the former paper the preparation of the patient's skin in the operation area was discussed ; now it will he well to look at the procedure to be followed in order to obtain a condition of the hands of the surgeon and his assistants which will not lead to an infection of the wound which is to be made in an aseptic area.
All who attempt operative surgery, or take any part in the same, muBt pay the utmost attention to the cleansing of their hands and forearms.
The nails should be always kept short. Before the operation the surgeon, and likewise every assistant, including the nurse, who has to undertake any duty bringing them into direct contact with the operation region, is to perform a thorough washing of the hands and forearms. Hot water and soap are of the greatest utility, and these, combined with the vigorous application of a sterile nailbrush, are of paramount importance in the cleansing of these parts. 
